MR. TALBOTT: Good afternoon, everybody. I'm Strobe
Talbott. I want to welcome you all for what promises to be I think not just a stimulating afternoon, but a fun afternoon. I want to particularly welcome Ambassador Gunnar Lund of Sweden, and Catherine Manning, who in the absence of Ambassador Manning who has had to back to the embassy is representing Her Majesty's government here this afternoon.
It's our pleasure to welcome here today Christopher Patten who I think all of you know is currently the Chancellor of Oxford University, a member of the House of Lords. Of course, before that he was a Member of Parliament, he was Minister of Development, he was the last, and I might add particularly memorable, effective and admirable British Governor in Hong Kong, and he was the European Commissioner for External Relations. He is, in short, a statesman, an architect, and I would say a visionary of what I think we can call the New Europe.
He is here today as an author. He has written a book which I can tell you is terrific. I've not only read it, I've blurbed it, or maybe in this town I should say I've not only blurbed it, but I've actually read it. accurately describe Chris himself. He is no stranger to us on this side of the Atlantic. He is a true friend, and like all true friends, he gives it to us very straight. And on that note, I would just like to welcome him again to Brookings, and Chris, cous, you're among friends.
Chris is going to talk to us for a little bit. Then he is going to take some questions and comments from you, and we want to leave a little bit of time at the end of the session for him to go out and sign some books which are on sale just outside the auditorium. Chris, once again, welcome.
[Applause.]
MR. PATTEN: Strobe, thank you very much, indeed. Thank you for those extremely kind words. There's a story told about the late Duke of Norfolk who is the premiere duke in the United Kingdom getting a letter one morning at his home at Arundel Castle from a group of parents in Zimbabwe who were very concerned about the standard of education of their daughters and wanted to start a new independent school named after Arundel. They asked him for his permission and they also asked him if they could use his family motto, the motto of the Howards, as the motto for their school. The Duke wrote back to say he was very pleased that they wanted to call their new girl's school after his own home, Arundel, but he thought that they might want to have second thoughts about using his family motto since roughly translated from the Latin it read, Pregnant with Honor. It was a terrific world order for the rest of us, and it was pretty good for you as well because what it did was to legitimize your power and to shield your power from the world's envy and fear. At the height of the power of the British Empire shortly before we lost you, Edmund Burke said, I dread above all to be dreaded, and you weren't dreaded during the second half of that century even though you were more powerful than any other country has ever been before. Indeed, you still were able to exercise alongside your unquestioned and unchallenged hard power that soft power which went with still being admired as the have been the largest economy in the world for eighteen out of the last twenty centuries and will be again in this century. They won't be as rich as we are because in terms of per capita GNP we're way ahead, and anyway, they will get old before they get that rich. They also have some very difficult political issues to deal with. But they're certainly going to be a hugely significant player, as are India. Over the region as a whole, I think that we in Europe have been seriously and culpably half-baked about two issues. The first is our intentions to promote a free-trade area around the Mediterranean. We are very good in Europe about talking about free-trade areas, we're rather less good about promoting free trade, and the simple truth is, that unless we take Morocco's tomatoes and Egypt's strawberries and cut flowers, we'll fetch up taking boat loads of illegal immigrants from those countries.
We've also been much too flexible about the way we pursue the promotion of human rights, the rule of law and participative WASHINGTON, D.C. I'm not just tempted but compelled to suggest and indeed instruct all of you to read his book, but you can't do that unless you buy it. And I also want to give Chris a chance to do something that's much more fun than writing a book which is signing copies.
In closing, I'm going to give myself the last word which is to say, Chris, I know you well enough, and now everybody in the room knows you well enough, I'm not about to give you the right of rebuttal.
A favorite indoor sport and sometimes an outdoor sport in Washington is name calling, so I'm going to call you a name that occurred to me while 
